LOVE WITHOUT BORDERS?

He left Judea and departed again to Galilee. But He needed to
go through Samaria. So He came to a city of Samaria which is called Sychar, near the plot of ground
that Jacob gave to his son Joseph. Now Jacob's well was there. Jesus therefore, being wearied from His
Journey, sat thus by the well. It was about the sixth hour. A woman of Samaria came to draw water.
Jesus said to her, "Give Me a drink." For His disciples had gone away into the city to buy food. Then the
woman of Samaria said to Him, "How is it that You, being a Jew, ask a drink from me, a Samaritan
woman?" For Jews have no dealings with Samatritans. John 4:3-9 (NKJV)

Perhaps the Jews had a border setup between Judea and Samaria, but Jesus saw no border. His love
transcended all borders. Why did Jesus have to go through Samaria?

An orthodox Jew would cross the Jordan near Jericho and make his
way up through Perea, and then cross back near the Sea of Galilee
in the north. But the Lord Jesus Christ did not take that route. A
stern legalist would not go through Samaria; but the Lord Jesus
Christ took that direct road because of the very fact that He was
anxious to meet these poor Samaritan sinners that He might reveal
the truth to them. "He must needs go through Samaria." Long
before the creation of the world it had been settled in the counsels
of eternity that He was to meet a poor, sinful, Samaritan woman
that day. He could not forego that appointment.

— H.A. Ironside Expository Commentary

Peter had set up a border. He would not take the Gospel to a Gentile. That was wrong. Bur God had
other ideas. After seeing a vision of unclean food being lowered from heaven, we read,

While Peter thought on the vision, the Spirit said unto him, Behold, three men seek thee. Arise therefore,
and get thee down, and go with them, doubting nothing: for | have sent them. Then Peter went down to
the men which were sent unto him from Cornelius; and said, Behold, | am he whom ye seek: what is the
cause wherefore ye are come? And they said, Cornelius the centurion, a just man, and one that feareth
God, and of good report among all the nation of the Jews, was warned from God by an holy angel to
send for thee into his house, and to hear words of thee. Then called he them in, and lodged them. And
on the morrow Peter went away with them, and certain brethren from Joppa accompanied him. And the
morrow after they entered into Caesarea. And Cornelius waited for them, and had called together his
kinsmen and near friends. And as Peter was coming in, Cornelius met him, and fell down at his feet, and
worshipped him. But Peter took him up, saying, Stand up; | myself also am a man. And as he talked with
him, he went in, and found many that were come together. And he said unto them, Ye know how that it
is an unlawful thing for a man that is a Jew to keep company, or come unto one of another nation; but
God hath shewed me that | should not call any man common or unclean. Therefore came | unto you
without gainsaying, as soon as | was sent for: | ask therefore for what intent ye have sent for me?



Acts 10:19-29 (KJV)

Peter no longer had a border between him and the Gentiles.

Then, to turn the tables around a bit.

And behold, a certain lawyer stood up and tested Him, saying, "Teacher, what shall | do to inherit eternal
life?" He said to him, "What is written in the law? What is your reading of it?" So he answered and said,
"You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with
all your mind," and "your neighbor as yourself."" And He said to him, "You have answered rightly; do this
and you will live." But he, wanting to justify himself, said to Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?" Then Jesus
answered and said: "A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, who
stripped him of his clothing, wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead. Now by chance a certain
priest came down that road. And when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. Likewise a Levite,
when he arrived at the place, came and looked, and passed by on the other side. But a certain
Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was. And when he saw him, he had compassion. So he
went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine; and he set him on his own animal,
brought him to an inn, and took care of him. On the next day, when he departed, he took out two denarii,
gave them to the innkeeper, and said to him, 'Take care of him; and whatever more you spend, when
| come again, | will repay you.' So which of these three do you think was neighbor to him who fell among
the thieves?" And he said, "He who showed mercy on him." Then Jesus said to him, "Go and do
likewise."
Luke 10:25-37 (NKJV)

The priest and the Levite saw a barrier between them and “a certain man.” But the Good Samaritan saw
no such barrier. If we are to do the Lord’s bidding, we cannot setup these barriers.

Paul found this out.

Now when they had gone through Phrygia and the region of Galatia, they were forbidden by the Holy
Spirit to preach the word in Asia. After they had come to Mysia, they tried to go into Bithynia, but the
Spirit did not permit them. So passing by Mysia, they came down to Troas. And a vision appeared to Paul
in the night._ A man of Macedonia stood and pleaded with him, saying, "Come over to Macedonia and
help us.” Now after he had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go to Macedonia, concluding that
the Lord had called us to preach the gospel to them.

Acts 16:6-10 (NKJV)

The Lord put no border between Asia Minor (i.e. in Troas and etc.) and Macedonia. As soon as Paul
heard the call from the Man of Macedonia, “immediately we set to go to Macedonia.” Strange that the
“‘Man of Macedonia” turned out to be a woman of Thyratira!

"You have heard that it was said, 'You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.' "But | say to you,
love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be sons of your Father who
is in heaven, for He causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and
the unrighteous. "For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax
collectors do the same? "If you greet only your brothers, what more are you doing than others? Do
not even the Gentiles do the same? "Therefore you are to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is
perfect.




Matthew 5:43-48 (NASB)

What more can | say about people like J. Hudson Taylor, who devoted his Life to bringing the Gospel
to China and establishing the China Inland Mission?

It took Magellan’s crew three years to circumnavigate the globe. Today it is not years but hours. Today
we cannot be satisfied with . . .

... "You shall love your neighbor as yourself.' There is no other commandment greater than these." So
the scribe said to Him, "Well said, Teacher. You have spoken the truth, for there is one God, and there
is no other but He. And to love Him with all the heart, with all the understanding, with all the soul, and
with all the strength, and to love one's neighbor as oneself, is more than all the whole burnt offerings and
sacrifices."

Mark 12:31-33 (NKJV)

... unless we see our neighbors as living all the way around the globe. Love Without Borders is the only
way we can really please the One who gave Himself for the whole world!

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should
not perish, but have everlasting life.

John 3:16 (KJV)

Recently, the Lord brought to my mind Dr. John and Hortense Bulloch. They were “average” church
members, he had a good practice as an orthopaedic surgeon and she was an artist. One Sunday they
surprised the members of the church with an announcement that the Lord called him to work in a
somewhat primitive hospital in Chittagong, a remote part of Bangladesh. They spent many years there.
As prosthetics were not readily available there, he set up a workshop and taught local men to construct
them. They were somewhat primitive pieces but they did the job and many walked who would never
have walked unaided again. Why did they go? The only answer is for Love for a people across many
borders who were in need of his service. Here is a note from the Internet.

Other Baptist groups that have had a significant role in the evangelisation of Bangladesh are: . . .

The Association of Baptists for World Evangelization (ABWE) from the US came in 1956 and began

evangelistic and church planting work in the Chittagong area. They also became involved in medical

work when this need, particularly in the area south to the Burmese border came to their attention. A large

hospital, Memorial Christian Hospital, was built here. ABWE missionaries also reached out to the

nearby Chittagong Hill Tracts.

... A.B.W.E. has the largest number of Protestant missionaries in the country.
http://sb.od.org/index.php?supp_page=bangladesh
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'This was at the time John and Hortense left for Chittagong.



